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Since we Last Spoke

Education

e The Education project has continued to receive praise with
successful implementation in a growing number of Cincinnati High
Schools. Our Education Coordinator continues to communicate with
educators and students to improve the Teacher’s Guide, and market
the unit to additional schools. In the upcoming fall GCCH hopes to
target more Cincinnati Public Schools to reach the largest possible
audience of students.

The Speaker’s Bureau and Streetvibes paper also continue to spread
the word about homelessness and social justice issues. Contact the
coalition today to receive your Streetvibes subscription, or for more
information about how to bring our Speaker’s Bureau to your school,
church, or community group.

Protesting budget cuts at the state capital

Coordination of Services

e The minimum standards committee has scheduled agency site visits for late July. The committee includes
representatives from our member agencies, the Health Department, and the city. The committee will check each
agency to verify that they meet health, personnel, and safety standards to ensure quality shelter and services for
Cincinnati’s Homeless.

GCCH continues to work closely with the Affordable Housing Advocates (AHA) and Cincinnatians for Affordable
Housing (CAH). AHA has received funding to hire a summer intern to research and compile information on best
practices and housing issues while staffing the AHA board as they develop a strategic plan. AHA has agreed to
contract with GCCH to house the intern.

Advocacy

e GCCH continues to work with the 1.5% coalition in their efforts to restore the human services funding from the
city’s general fund. Please see the action alert below and contact the coalition for more information. The issue will
re-emerge in city hall on June 13 and GCCH will be working to mobilize support at this meeting.

Our Civil Rights VISTAS are currently collaborating with the Worker Center of Cincinnati to address injustices
faced by many temp labor workers.

The Ohio Coalition of Homeless Advocates has been granted 8 AmeriCorps VISTAS to be placed throughout the
state. GCCH will house the administration of this project, as well as the lead VISTA as these volunteers work to
implement statewide advocacy around homelessness issues, and continue to work on Civil Rights. Our new
VISTAS service will begin in July.

| am the Face of Homelessness

Interview by Rachel Lawson

The Civil Rights Work Group has been organizing meetings
in collaboration with the Worker Center. The goal has been
to discuss the problems employees of temporary employment
agencies face, and examine possible solutions. At our first
meeting there was an individual who offered his time and
dedication to a cause he believed in. Thomas Wallace, Jr. and
the many other individuals who have played an active role in
the Civil Rights Work Group meetings have been
instrumental in pointing out the injustice and mistreatment
that comes along with not only needing employment, but also
being homeless.

Thomas Wallace, Jr. was born and raised in
Cincinnati, Ohio. After spending time in jail he was paroled
to the Diversify Halfway House in Columbus, Ohio.

Because he was unable to find employment, a common
barrier for ex-offenders, he transferred to a transitional house
for parolees. Thomas turned to B.V.R. (The Bureau of
Vocational Rehabilitation) since they assisted him in the past
and they were once again successful in helping him gain
employment at the Hyatt Hotel Regency. Thomas points out
that B.V.R. was useful because they provided job training
and were functional in helping him to utilize and recognize
his skills, something that was seriously needed after spending
16 years in prison.

Starting over again, Thomas relocated to Cincinnati
in December of 2004, where he lived with his sister. After a
dispute, he found himself spending the night at Washington
Park. Deciding not to spend another cold night outside, he
went to the Drop Inn Center. Although he has been homeless
only for a short while, Thomas has witnessed a lot. Pointing
out that the Drop Inn Center and other agencies offer efficient
case management, he also states “you might be homeless,
but you still need food and clothes...you’re already at your

Wish List

e Supplies - The Coalition is always in need of
paper products and office supplies such as
paper towels, toilet paper, copy paper, and
paper cups.

¢ \olunteers — We currently need volunteers to
help with out with the Annual Dinner
Planning Committee. We can also use
volunteers on a regular basis to help with
basic office duties.

\Give us a call today! 513-421-7803 x 16

Check out our website:
www.CinciHomeless.org

| Thomas Wallace Jr.

ContactUs
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N\ lowest.” In general when you first become homeless, You may reach our staff at (513) 421-7803 at the
Historically, the City of Cincinnati allocated 1.5 % of the general fund to social services and especially if you are new to a city, there are essential things following extensions and emails
empowered the Human Services Advisory Committee, (HSAC) to review agencies, make site visits, that you need such as identification, a birth certificate, and a : o
. . . . . . . . Georgine Getty, Executive Director - ext. 13
and rate each agency on its effectiveness. The integrity and fairness demonstrated by HSAC helped social security card. Thomas also pointed out there are a lot _
to enhance the collaboration and effectiveness of social service agencies competing for the same of elements that might impact an individual’s ability to gain a georginegetty@yahoo.com
resources. This process was disolved this past year, and much of the funding was lost. sturdy foundation: employment, housing, food, etc. Allison Leeuw, Administrative Coordinator - ext. 16
Unfortunately before you can access those amenities you :
. . . . . . . _ . . . . allisonleeuw@yahoo.com
Over time, ignoring a fair and innovative funding process coupled with slashing 1.5 percent from the have to possess the right clothes and transportation to gain _ _ _
general budget will greatly diminish the quality of life for everyone in our community. employment, which will provide the housing and food that A A8 I N EE O SR Ol = B
you need. Thomas has taken steps on his own, for example andrewberickson@yahoo.com
GCCH has been working with other concerned Cincinnatians to ask the City of Cincinnati to restore \S/\?:\t(;r:/?/aiphzr: ?ﬁﬁ’?r']r;th”;er;ts‘t’vv'\mﬂilzgg:nbri';rclhlgf r?\é\gfénd RachelLawson, AmeriCorps Vista Homeless Civil
the HSAC process and to restore the 1.5 percent of the general fund to human services. _ P past wit g employment, e
seeking CCHB for housing assistance. Triumphantly, ghtsorg grroj :
Take Action Now! Call your City Council Members, or call GCCH to get involved and sign the Thomas Stated_ although I_ am homeles_s and unemplqyed K?dte McManu.s., Amerl.Corps Vista Homeless Civil
etition now, | know, given some time and the right opportunity;, | Rights Organizing Project - ext. 11
Page 2 P ' will find my place here in this city.” : . :
summer Jimmy Heath, StreetvibesEditor - ext. 12
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