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Dear Supporters of GCCH,

It is with mixed joy and sorrow that I remember 2007.

Our theme for 2007 was “Word on the Street” in honor of Streetvibes, the Coalition’s street paper. For
years, Streetvibes has provided a voice to poor and homeless people, the folks who have a different
story to tell. Streetvibes explores the flip side of the American Dream. It’s not as rose-tinted as some
other publications, but there’s a shade of honesty in it that is often absent from the mainstream press.

Keeping us honest, all these years, was Streetvibes editor, photographer, writer and friend, Jimmy Heath. Jimmy passed away in
December, 2007, leaving an awfully big hole at the Coalition. Jimmy poured his life and talent into Streetvibes and has left us with
an incredible legacy to nurture. And it is with his spirit in mind that we forge ahead, celebrating Jimmy, the vendors, and all of the
people who have helped make Streetvibes what it is.

I would like to thank you for your continued support of the Coalition. It is in times of loss that we realize how truly interconnected
we all are. It is my belief that no place demonstrates the essence of community better than the Coalition. Through this
community, true and lasting change is possible. Through this community, we will honor Jimmy and all the others who have gone
before us, by realizing their dream of a world without homelessness.

Sincerely,

THE BROKEN MIRROR
by Jimmy Heath

(Jimmy’s final article published in Streetvibes - December 2007)

The man had found a comfortable and 
warm place to sleep in his sisters and brother-
in-laws basement.

On the cot in the basement, he could hear the
cold winds of winter. It was a soothing, sleeping
sound. He felt like a squirrel or other tiny animal
snuggled up, in their tiny hole. This warm and cozy
spot was the man’s comfy shelter and home. From
the cot resting next to the furnace, he heard the
whirl of warmth around him.

There were cobwebs and dust everywhere. It
was dusty and dark down there, even with the
lights on. The lighting made the place even
gloomier, revealing the decrepit spirit. The stairs
from the middle of the basement were steep and
hard to travel for a wobbly man. There was a faint
and peeling nature to the walls exposing the stone in some places,
and many layers of peeling paint, including kitchen yellow and an
odd red color.

There were old miscellaneous items hanging from the dark
rafters. Odd wires to nowhere, nails that did nothing, cobwebs.
Even with the lights on it, it was dark down there, and the glow
only made the space gloomier.

There was an old wood and musty smell to this place,
underneath a bright and lively suburban home. His sister hated the
scary, smelly, old basement. Her husband was not bothered
because this was part of his domain. It was his workshop, with old
benches and cans of paint and old tools scattered about.

The man living in the basement reached for his bottle and
took a good swig of booze, something that was aggravating and of
concern to his sister upstairs. He had no idea of the far reaching
effects this was having on his family and himself. He did not see
the impact of his alcoholism and what it was doing to himself and
his family.

Every one else in his family had rejected him, with the boozer
not having a clue to what was happening outside of him and his

bottle. Sometimes the man in the basement sensed
the uneasiness but that did not stop the drinking,
brushing those thoughts off. Most of his family had
already rejected him, and it was not out of tough
love but annoyance.

The man was destroying himself and it mattered
to everyone except the drunk. His family saw what
was happening, but did not know what to do, except
to tolerate this annoying troll living in the basement.

The man was spiritually oblivious to everything.
During the day, his sister and brother-in-law went to
work. The drunk had the run of the house, eating
their food and drinking their booze and watching
their TV. At the end of the day he crawled back
home to his refuge, the basement.

He was a troll waiting under a bridge. Popping
out on occasion to scare people and collect the “tax.” Smelly and
sick the troll kept up the boozing like it was his life mission. At
least he was out of sight out of mind and that kept him safe for
now. But the real curse lived in the mind and body of this lonely
man who had lost everyone and everything to booze.

The house pets, two dogs, would bound down the steps and
greet the troll. They were so pure, these dogs, and they provided
love without malice. They did not care and they looked at you
without judgment. This provided the troll with a sense of hope 
and realization.

Eventually he would have to get out, because he knew the
outcome. The day came and he hit his head so hard that he put a
hole in the drywall in the upstairs hallway. His sister asked him to
leave. So on with the backpack and out the door he went.
Downtown was his destination and he somehow was eventually
rescued by buddy gray’s Drop Inn Center.

He was helped back to his feet and showed how to be sober.
He got his life back. That was in 1995 and he has been sober since.
What a wonderful thing my life has become. Now, I am a
productive member of society and live in Over-the-Rhine.
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From the Director



Coordination 
of Services

The Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless provides a 
space for collaboration and information sharing for the homeless
community and social service providers. Our Coordination of
Services activities allow for social service agencies, advocates,
and homeless individuals alike to come together and address 
the problems of homelessness in our community.

General Body Meetings
GCCH is proud to have had 43 member agencies in 2007. These agencies are the
lifeblood of our community, providing the direct service that make the difference
between life and death for many of Cincinnati’s homeless population. Ten membership
meetings were held in 2007.

Minimum Standards
In order to ensure that the shelters of Cincinnati are providing safe and respectful care
to residents, GCCH conducts a biennial Minimum Standards inspection. In 2007, a
committee was formed of volunteers from our membership, a representative from the
City and a representative from the Health Department. The committee evaluated all of
the shelters in Cincinnati who receive city funding. We were pleased to successfully
pass 23 emergency and transitional shelter programs.

Human Service Funding 
For over 20 years, the City of Cincinnati has dedicated 1.5% of its General Fund to
human services. This policy is governed by the Human Service Advisory Committee
(HSAC), a group of dedicated volunteers who read grant applications, do site visits and
evaluate each agency based on their measures of success. The funded agencies include
food pantries, shelters, employment training programs, HIV/AIDS assistance, after-
school and youth programs, literacy programs, and programs that help with mental
health, addiction, and disabilities.

In 2004, Mayor Luken cut human services funding out of the budget completely,
leaving agencies befuddled, frustrated, and scrambling for additional resources. City
Council restored funding back to $2.4 million dollars, roughly .6% of the General Fund: a
full 50% cut. The human services community mobilized and asked each candidate for
council if they supported funding human services. They all said they did. Then in June
of 2006, in an effort led by Councilmember Crowley, there was a unanimous vote by
Council to make human service funding a top priority for the 2007 budget.

Shockingly, this did not hold true. City Manager Dahoney’s 2007 budget recommended
cutting human services down to roughly $1.3 million, or .2-.3% of the general fund.
GCCH kept the community informed, helping turn out between 300 and 600 people to
each of the public forums on the budget to demand that this funding be restored.
Supporters also generated thousands of call and emails to City Council and the Mayor.

Ultimately, human service funding was restored to $2.6 million, or .6% of the General
Fund in 2006.

While funding was restored, human services came under attack again in 2007 when
City Manager Dahoney recommended that human services be cut back to .3% of the
general fund for 2008. Mayor Mallory reinstated it back to the 2007 level and City
Council approved the 2007 level: seven votes for and three against.
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Staff

Georgine Getty
Executive Director

John Lavelle
Administrative Coordinator

Andy Freeze
Education Coordinator

Jimmy Heath
Streetvibes Editor

Lynne Ausman
Americorps*VISTA Leader 2007/2008

Greg Olkhovsky
Americorps*VISTA 2007/2008

Tiffany Harmon
Americorps*VISTA 2007/2008

Kenneth Cheriyot
AHA Project Manager

Linda Pittman
Receptionist

Melvin Williams
Receptionist

Della Woolens
Receptionist

Board of 

Directors

David Knoll
Co-Chair/Development

Cristina Glynn
Co-Chair/Human Resources

Molly Lyons
Secretary

Kate Bennett
Grady Cook
Lucy Crane

Cheryl Effiom
Steve Gibbs

Donna Howard
Valerie Louis
Molly Lyons
Bob Moore

Gregory Payton
Jessica Powell

Theresa Singleton
Donald Whitehead
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This past year saw the Education program grow with continued sales
of the Education Packet. The “Teacher’s Guide to Homelessness,” is the
most popular resource from the Education Packet. Over 40 schools and
organizations have purchased a Teacher’s Guide since they became
available. New “Teacher’s Guides” were sold to 3 Northern Kentucky
schools, and 6 private schools and 3 public schools in Cincinnati.

���

����
�
Streetvibes continues to be a mainstay at GCCH.
The paper has seen a growth in area writers and
local articles. It is easily the most recognizable
educational tool that GCCH offers. Streetvibes
vendors purchase papers for 25 cents and sell
them to the public for a $1 donation, keeping
the profit they have earned. Streetvibes vendors
sold over 38,000 copies in 2007 and circulation
was over 47,000, a 14% increase over 2007.
Seventy five vendors participated in the
Streetvibes program in 2007.

���	�����	
GCCH partnered with many area high
schools and colleges to put on
Shantytowns. Shantytowns are a series
of events that raise awareness about
homelessness and poverty. Most
Shantytown events include activities,
speakers that share their experiences
and  usually involve the students
sleeping outside overnight. In 2008,
GCCH will partner with the Mayerson
Foundation and over 20 area high
schools to hold a Shantytown weekend
tentatively scheduled for the third
weekend in October.

��
��
��
 ���
��
The “Voice of the Homeless” Speaker’s Bureau reached
over 5,500 students and adults in 2007. We had 116
speaking engagements throughout the year. At most
engagements, a homeless or formerly homeless
member of the bureau shared his or her story, engaging
the group and answering questions. The Education
Coordinator also attends to talk about the Coalition and
member organizations. The speaker’s bureau also
added 3 new speakers: Donald Whitehead, Anna Jacob,
and Bill Buhrmaster.
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SAM JACKSON 
Streetvibes 2007  Vendor of the Year

Sam Jackson started selling Streetvibes in late
2006. He would come into the office and buy
5 or 6 copies of Streetvibes and then come
back a few days later. Often Sam came in
discouraged and said he was having trouble
selling the paper. The staff offered him
encouragement and told him to keep it up.

When Sam started selling Streetvibes he 
was homeless. He stayed at the Drop Inn
Center or outside in a doorway. During the
homeless count in May 2007, we located Sam
sleeping outside of St. Peter in Chains in 
Downtown Cincinnati.

Then something started to change. Sam
started buying more papers and he quickly
ascended to the top of the sales chart. Over
the next few months he routinely sold more
than 100 Streetvibes. Sam had begun to
establish a customer base that bought the
paper from him. His confidence began to
show and Sam was regularly in the top 3 of
sales every month.

Sam kept his energy and confidence up
throughout the rest of the summer and into
the fall. Then at the November Streetvibes
vendor meeting, Sam came in and proclaimed
that he had been working with Tender
Mercies and had moved into an apartment.
He also said that one gentleman who he
routinely talked to near Fountain Square had
offered him a job as a part-time dish washer at
the popular Boi Na Braza, Brazilian 
Steak House.

Sam continues to sell Streetvibes even though
he is working close to 40 hours a week. He
continues because he enjoys talking with
people and believes in educating people
about homelessness and poverty.
Congratulations Sam on your great success!

There are many stereotypes and myths regarding homelessness in our community. We seek to
eradicate this misinformation by portraying a more accurate and holistic picture of homelessness
in Cincinnati. An educated public is a compassionate public willing to dedicate time and talent to
creative solutions to homelessness.


